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Joseph Smith - King Follett Sermon  

… God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted 
man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great 
secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God who 
holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and 
all things by His power, was to make himself visible—I say, if 
you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in 
form—like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form 
as a man     … 

He was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father 
of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ Himself 
did;     … 

Here, then, is eternal life—to know the only wise and true 
God; and you have got to learn how to be gods yourselves, 
and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all gods have 
done before you, namely, by going from one small degree to 
another, and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace 
to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to 
the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in 
everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit 
enthroned in everlasting power.   … 

How consoling to the mourners when they are called to part 
with a … dear relative, to know that, although the earthly 
tabernacle is laid down and dissolved, they shall rise again to 
dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal glory, not to sorrow, 
suffer, or die any more, but they shall be heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. What is it? To inherit the same 
power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you 
arrive at the station of a god, and ascend the throne of 
eternal power, the same as those who have gone before. 
What did Jesus do? Why, I do the things I saw my Father do 
when worlds came rolling into existence. My Father worked 
out His kingdom with fear and trembling,    … 

We say that God Himself is a self-existing being. … It is correct 
enough; … Who told you that man did not exist in like manner 
upon the same principles? Man does exist upon the same 
principles. God made a tabernacle and put a spirit into it, and 
it became a living soul. (Refers to the Bible.) How does it read 
in the Hebrew? It does not say in the Hebrew that God 
created the spirit of man. It says, “God made man out of the 
earth and put into him Adam’s spirit, and so became a living 
body.”     The mind or the intelligence which man possesses is 
co-equal [co-eternal] with God himself.     … 

The intelligence of spirits had no beginning, neither will it 
have an end.  

…    When we understand the character of God, and know 
how to come to Him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us, 
and to tell us all about it. When we are ready to come to him, 
he is ready to come to us. 

Genesis 1:26-27    Men and Women created in image of God 

26 ¶And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. 

D&C 130:22-23 

22 The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as 
man’s; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of 
flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not so, 
the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us. 

23 A man may receive the Holy Ghost, and it may descend 
upon him and not tarry with him. 

D&C 93:12–13 

12 And I, John, saw that he received not of the fulness at the 
first, but received grace for grace; 

13 And he received not of the fulness at first, but continued 
from grace to grace, until he received a fulness; 

DC 130:4–11 

4 In answer to the question—Is not the reckoning of God’s 
time, angel’s time, prophet’s time, and man’s time, according 
to the planet on which they reside? 

5 I answer, Yes. But there are no angels who minister to this 
earth but those who do belong or have belonged to it. 

6 The angels do not reside on a planet like this earth; 

7 But they reside in the presence of God, on a globe like a sea 
of glass and fire, where all things for their glory are manifest, 
past, present, and future, and are continually before the Lord. 

8 The place where God resides is a great Urim and Thummim. 

9 This earth, in its sanctified and immortal state, will be made 
like unto crystal and will be a Urim and Thummim to the 
inhabitants who dwell thereon, whereby all things pertaining 
to an inferior kingdom, or all kingdoms of a lower order, will 
be manifest to those who dwell on it; and this earth will be 
Christ’s. 

10 Then the white stone mentioned in Revelation 2:17, will 
become a Urim and Thummim to each individual who 
receives one, whereby things pertaining to a higher order of 
kingdoms will be made known; 

11 And a white stone is given to each of those who come into 
the celestial kingdom, whereon is a new name written, which 
no man knoweth save he that receiveth it. The new name is 
the key word. 

Abraham 3:2-4 

2 And I saw the stars, that they were very great, and that one 
of them was nearest unto the throne of God; and there were 
many great ones which were near unto it; 

3 And the Lord said unto me: These are the governing ones; 
and the name of the great one is Kolob, because it is near 
unto me, for I am the Lord thy God: I have set this one to 
govern all those which belong to the same order as that upon 
which thou standest. 

4 And the Lord said unto me, by the Urim and Thummim, that 
Kolob was after the manner of the Lord, according to its times 
and seasons in the revolutions thereof; that one revolution 
was a day unto the Lord, after his manner of reckoning, it 
being one thousand years according to the time appointed 
unto that whereon thou standest. This is the reckoning of the 
Lord’s time, according to the reckoning of Kolob. 
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2 Peter 3:8 

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day. 

Alma 40:8 

8 Now whether there is more than one time appointed for 
men to rise it mattereth not; for all do not die at once, and 
this mattereth not; all is as one day with God, and time only is 
measured unto men. 

Joseph Smith—History 1:30–33, 43 (First Visit of Moroni) 

30 While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I 
discovered a light appearing in my room, which continued to 
increase until the room was lighter than at noonday, when 
immediately a personage appeared at my bedside, standing 
in the air, for his feet did not touch the floor. 

31 He had on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness. It was 
a whiteness beyond anything earthly I had ever seen; nor do I 
believe that any earthly thing could be made to appear so 
exceedingly white and brilliant. His hands were naked, and his 
arms also, a little above the wrist; so, also, were his feet 
naked, as were his legs, a little above the ankles. His head and 
neck were also bare. I could discover that he had no other 
clothing on but this robe, as it was open, so that I could see 
into his bosom. 

32 Not only was his robe exceedingly white, but his whole 
person was glorious beyond description, and his countenance 
truly like lightning. The room was exceedingly light, but not so 
very bright as immediately around his person. When I first 
looked upon him, I was afraid; but the fear soon left me. 

33 He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a 
messenger sent from the presence of God to me, and that his 
name was Moroni     … 

43 After this communication, I saw the light in the room begin 
to gather immediately around the person of him who had 
been speaking to me, and it continued to do so until the room 
was again left dark, except just around him; when, instantly I 
saw, as it were, a conduit open right up into heaven, and he 
ascended till he entirely disappeared, and the room was left 
as it had been before this heavenly light had made its 
appearance. 

DC 76:23–24         Inhabitants of Worlds Begotten Sons & 
Daughters of God 

23 For we saw him, even on the right hand of God; and we 
heard the voice bearing record that he is the Only Begotten 
of the Father— 

24 That by him, and through him, and of him, the worlds are 
and were created, and the inhabitants thereof are begotten 
sons and daughters unto God. 

Hebrews 12:9        Father of Spirits 

9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not 
much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and 
live? 

John 20:17   My Father and Your Father 

17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not 
yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; 
and to my God, and your God. 

Acts 17:28-29           We are offspring of God 

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as 
certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also 
his offspring. 

 29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or 
stone, graven by art and man’s device. 

Luke 3:38    Adam son of God 

38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, 
which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God. 

Moses 6:22     Adam son of God 

22 And this is the genealogy of the sons of Adam, who was 
the son of God, with whom God, himself, conversed. 

Genesis 2:22–25        Adam left father and mother to be with 
wife. 

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man. 

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and 
were not ashamed. 

Colossians 1:12-17 

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 

 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 

 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins: 

 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of every creature: 

 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him: 

 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

Moses 1:31–38 

31 And behold, the glory of the Lord was upon Moses, so that 
Moses stood in the presence of God, and talked with him face 
to face. And the Lord God said unto Moses: For mine own 
purpose have I made these things. Here is wisdom and it 
remaineth in me. 

32 And by the word of my power, have I created them, which 
is mine Only Begotten Son, who is full of grace and truth. 
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33 And worlds without number have I created; and I also 
created them for mine own purpose; and by the Son I created 
them, which is mine Only Begotten. 

34 And the first man of all men have I called Adam, which is 
many. 

35 But only an account of this earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof, give I unto you. For behold, there are many worlds 
that have passed away by the word of my power. And there 
are many that now stand, and innumerable are they unto 
man; but all things are numbered unto me, for they are mine 
and I know them. 

… 

38 And as one earth shall pass away, and the heavens thereof 
even so shall another come; and there is no end to my works, 
neither to my words. 

DC 93:36 

36 The glory of God is intelligence, or, in other words, light 
and truth. 

DC 88:4-13 

4 This Comforter is the promise which I give unto you of 
eternal life, even the glory of the celestial kingdom; 

5 Which glory is that of the church of the Firstborn, even of 
God, the holiest of all, through Jesus Christ his Son— 

6 He that ascended up on high, as also he descended below 
all things, in that he comprehended all things, that he might 
be in all and through all things, the light of truth; 

7 Which truth shineth. This is the light of Christ. As also he is 
in the sun, and the light of the sun, and the power thereof by 
which it was made. 

8 As also he is in the moon, and is the light of the moon, and 
the power thereof by which it was made; 

9 As also the light of the stars, and the power thereof by 
which they were made; 

10 And the earth also, and the power thereof, even the earth 
upon which you stand. 

11 And the light which shineth, which giveth you light, is 
through him who enlighteneth your eyes, which is the same 
light that quickeneth your understandings; 

12 Which light proceedeth forth from the presence of God to 
fill the immensity of space— 

13 The light which is in all things, which giveth life to all 
things, which is the law by which all things are governed, 
even the power of God who sitteth upon his throne, who is in 
the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst of all things. 

 Moses 6:63    All things bear record of God 

63 And behold, all things have their likeness, and all things 
are created and made to bear record of me, both things 
which are temporal, and things which are spiritual; things 
which are in the heavens above, and things which are on the 
earth, and things which are in the earth, and things which are 
under the earth, both above and beneath: all things bear 
record of me. 

Alma 30:44 

44 But Alma said unto him: Thou hast had signs enough; will 
ye tempt your God? Will ye say, Show unto me a sign, when 
ye have the testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all 
the holy prophets? The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, 
and all things denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and 
all things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, 
yea, and also all the planets which move in their regular form 
do witness that there is a Supreme Creator. 

1 Nephi 9:6, 20 

6 But the Lord knoweth all things from the beginning; 
wherefore, he prepareth a way to accomplish all his works 
among the children of men; for behold, he hath all power 
unto the fulfilling of all his words.             … 

20 O how great the holiness of our God! For he knoweth all 
things, and there is not anything save he knows it. 

Mormon 9:9 

9 For do we not read that God is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever, and in him there is no variableness neither 
shadow of changing? 

Moses 6:35   Name of God 

 35 Behold, I am God; Man of Holiness is my name; Man of 
Counsel is my name; and Endless and Eternal is my name, 
also. 

Ether 3:12 

12 And he answered: Yea, Lord, I know that thou speakest the 
truth, for thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie. 

1 Nephi 11:16–17 

16 And he said unto me: Knowest thou the condescension of 
God? 

17 And I said unto him: I know that he loveth his children; 
nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things. 

John 3:16 

16 ¶ For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

2 Nephi 26:24 

24 He doeth not anything save it be for the benefit of the 
world; for he loveth the world, even that he layeth down his 
own life that he may draw all men unto him. Wherefore, he 
commandeth none that they shall not partake of his 
salvation. 

Moses 1:39 

39 For behold, this is my work and my glory—to bring to pass 
the immortality and eternal life of man. 

 


